Infantile esotropia: an inevitable legacy?
To investigate the clinical signs and electrooculographic (EOG) records in first-degree relatives of patients with infantile esotropia. Eight families were randomly selected with at least one member with Ciancia syndrome, a common form of infantile esotropia. Both patients and normal relatives underwent a complete visual and ocular motility examination. The pursuit, optokinetic nystagmus (OKN) and saccadic eye movements were recorded by EOG. Every family had either clinical and/or EOG anomalies in the examination of apparently normal relatives. Awide spectrum of abnormalities was found. Fourteen relatives had clinical abnormalities, with reduced stereopsis being the most frequently found. Twelve had EOG anomalies, especially in the OKN tracings. Infantile esotropia should be considered a familial disease, where relatives who fail to meet all the criteria for the diagnosis still show some of its features. We suggest that asymmetry of OKN, impairment of pursuit movements, reduced stereopsis, and nystagmus in abduction are subclinical signs of the condition, which are frequently present in otherwise normal relatives. We highlight the importance of a positive family history of strabismus to further understand the genetic factors responsible for the transmission of infantile esotropia.